
 

The Dawn Service 

A fire is lit 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
Your steadfast love extends to the heavens 
and your faithfulness never ceases. 
Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom 
and strengthen our lives with your word, 
for you are the fountain of life; 
in your light we see true light. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All   Blessed be God for ever. 

Readings and Responses 

1. The Creation Genesis 1.1– 2.4a 

Christ is the image of the unseen God; 
All   through him all things were made. 
Almighty God, 
you have created the heavens and the earth 
and made us in your own image: 
teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

2. The Fall Genesis 3 

As in Adam all die, 
All   so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 



3. Moses and the Burning Bush Exodus 3.1-6 

Your faith is tested by fire 
All   to the praise and glory of Christ. 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 
in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

4. The Passover Exodus 12.1-24 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. 

God our Father, 
you have invited us to share in the supper 
which your Son gave to his Church 
to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, 
and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 

5. Crossing the Red Sea Exodus 14.10-end; 15.1a 

The Lord is my strength and my might. 
All   He has become my salvation. 

Lord God our redeemer, 
who heard the cry of your people 
and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: 
free us from the tyranny of sin and death 
and, by the leading of your Spirit, 
bring us to our promised land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

6. I will save you from all your afflictions Isaiah 54.5-15 

Christ is the bridegroom. 
All   The Church is his bride. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
All   Amen. 



7. The River of Life Ezekiel 47.1-12 

If we drink of the water that Christ gives 
All   we will never thirst again. 
God, the giver of life, 
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: 
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and make us eager 
to do your will, 
that we may share with the whole creation the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
[who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever]. 
All   Amen. 
8. Jerusalem Praises God Zephaniah 3.14-end 

Where, O death, is your victory? 
All   Where, O death, is your sting? 

Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
An Easter Light is lit  
Hymn:  
See, what a morning, gloriously bright, 
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light, 
As the angels announce, "Christ is risen!" 
See God's salvation plan, 
Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 
Fulfilled in Christ, the Man, 
For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 
See Mary weeping, "Where is He laid?" 
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name; 
It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
The voice that spans the years, 
Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us, 
Will sound till He appears, 
For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 
One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty. 
Honour and blessing, glory and praise  
To the King crowned with pow'r and authority! 
And we are raised with Him, 
Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered; 
And we shall reign with Him, 
For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 



As the Easter Light is lit 

Eternal God, 
who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light, 
set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

The Easter Acclamation  
‘Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia’ (three times) 

Reading Matthew 28.1-10 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of 
the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as 
snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen 
from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I 
have told you.” 
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, 
clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
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